gathered what systematic information there is, tallying the characteristics of those admitted and those expelled, the enrollments and the expenses. He presents haunting photographs and bits of poetry written by the inmates, testifying to their despair and cynicism. He tries to account for the dates the homes were opened and closed, tries to discern their larger meanings. What Rosenburg finds may not be startling, but the cumulative effect of his chapters is powerful.
Ironically, the more we study the symbols of southern distinctiveness, such as these Confederate veterans' homes, the more we see how much the postwar South shared with the North. As with veterans' organizations and their various auxiliaries, the South actually fell behind the North in expressing its respect and reverence for the soldiers of the past. The major difference was that the victorious North enjoyed the luxuries of victory and a bulging federal treasury, whereas the South had to piece together its "cult" from defeat and state funding. Rosenburg shows us how little concrete reward the soldiers of the Confederacy received once the guns stopped and the rush into the future began.
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